Schizophrenic, depressed, and nonpsychiatric medical patients: an ethologically based comparison.
This paper reports on an ethologically based comparison of the behavior of 11 schizophrenic subjects with the behavior of 11 matched control subjects and 11 matched endogenously depressed subjects. All subjects were studied while they were in inpatient hospital wards. Findings include: a) The behavior pattern of schizophrenic subjects deviates significantly from that of control subjects in seven behavior parameters; b) the behavior pattern of schizophrenic subjects deviates from that of depressed subjects in one behavior parameter; c) one specific behavior, talk-to-himself/herself, discriminates schizophrenic subjects from depressed and control subjects.